The Referendum in Belgium          Ixv

archal manner. Cantons with Lanctegemeinde still
exist there to-day, and the people collect together in
the great valleys and decide all civil and political
questions as of old. In other places this primitive
form of government has had to be abandoned. But
the desire to take part in public affairs has become
engrained in their natures. They have been accus-
tomed to hear their fathers discuss problems of State,
and have received the best of all political educations,
that of experience.

The Belgian possesses a great love of liberty. He
reasons calmly and with much common-sense, but he
is not accustomed to solve administrative and social
difficulties by himself. He utilises division of labour,
he concentrates his activity on his trade or on his
profession, and he confides the task of guiding the
politics of the State to the men who seem to share
his views. Now all of a sudden, without preparing
him in the least for it, it is proposed to consult him
directly on the most disputed and difficult questions
of legislation.

Two reforms of the first importance are being dis-
cussed. On the one hand, the scheme is to extend
the suffrage, the result of which will be to summon
to the polls considerable numbers of electors who
have never taken any part in public affairs, and who
have perhaps been rather neglected by the parties
and the ruling classes, and who have as yet only
vague notions of politics, and aspirations rather than
ideas. On the other hand, it is proposed to introduce
the referendum, which is an appeal to the people,
and which presupposes that their education is already
made, and that all classes of society have been in